Bass-Tohatsu Test Results

November, 2004

A&H 250cc hydro: The boat has a 35-inch wide bottom, 77-inches after plane, and approximately 2-inches lift.   This boat has previously performed well as a 250cc at 85 MPH, and served as a test bed for D-mod R&D work.  This hull was chosen for the first part of the season’s testing because it is available (Sid owns it) and is a safe ride for different drivers.   The boat and engine weighs approximately 325 pounds.

D-stock hydro:  A four point lay-down D-stock hydro owned by D-stock driver, Rick Keller, was used as a test platform for competition races at the end of the season.  See the attached photograph.

Setup: The propeller shaft is set at the bottom of the boat per DSH rules.  A slight tuck was tried, but level worked best with both boats.  Overall handling was rated very good by drivers.

Propeller: Various types and sizes of propellers were tried.   The best propellers include:

· 7-3/8 diameter three blade, round blade shape with a medium cup at the trailing edge.  The mid section of the blade has a pitch of 11/11.5/13 inches and at the tip of the blade has a pitch of 9/9/11 inches.  Max speed 74.6 @ 6800 RPM.  Good corner speed and acceleration.

· A D-stock three blade, round blade.  Max speed 75.4 @ 6500 RPM.   Good corner speed and acceleration.

· A Hopkins 45 SS cleaver.  Max speed 75.8 @6950 RPM.  Good corner speed and acceleration.

Speed & RPM: The engine has a wide RPM range running well at top speed between 6,500 to 7,000 RPM.  Speeds of about 73 to 76 MPH is easily obtained, depending on the weight of the driver.  Acceleration is overall very good.

Performance under Competition: 

Banks Lake (NBRA), June 19 and 20, driver Sid Bass placed second three heats and first one heat in a combination of mod, stock and pro boats.  Close competition was provided by one competitive D-stock.

Cullaby Lake Regatta (APBA), DSH - June 26, driver Rick Keller finished D-stock in second and third place.  Rick started with the pack both heats, lanes two and three.  He drove it hard.  June 27, Driver Jon Steen finished D-stock in second place both heats.  Jon started with the pack in lanes two and three and pushed it real hard, only as Jon can do.  There was good competition in D-stock both days.  There was a three boat race out front and Jon Steen drove the boat hard competing well with the other two boats.  He would have placed third in the last heat except that the second place boat missed a buoy in the last turn.  Jon and the boat weighed approximately 500 pounds.

Cullaby Lake Regatta (APBA), DMH -  June 27,  driver Rick Keller finished second place both heats in D-mod.  There was only one true D-mod that started out front both heats but did not finish.  The wining boat both heats was a 44xs D-stock.  

Silverlake Eatonville (APBA) - August 22, D-stock Driver Zack Maholt took first place the first heat, third or fourth the second heat, August 22nd, driver Rick Keller placed 4th D-stock, 3rd D-mod, & 3rd FEH 

Waits Lake (AOF) - September 11 & 12 D-stock 

Yelm, Lawrence Lake (APBA) September 18, 5th D-stock hydro, September 19th Howard Shaw 6th place D-mod Hydro

